
WELCOME! 
 
The Wisconsin Association of PEG Channels invites you to come 
to beautiful River Falls to attend our 2009 Fall Workshop, 
Promoting the Very Best in PEG! 
 

This is a pivotal moment for PEG.  PEG advocates here in 
Wisconsin and across the nation have succeeded in getting the 
attention of the FCC, the United States Congress and our own 
Wisconsin legislature.  
 
We have legislator-champions willing to fight for local television!   
Advocates are preparing bills to protect PEG.  There are two 
petitions before the FCC – one regarding AT&T U-Verse and one 
about Comcast’s channel-slamming in Michigan.  Thousands of 
comments are on file from PEG advocates.  
 

Now our responsibility is to go after those votes!  This year’s 
workshop is designed to prepare you to rouse your supporters 
and make the very best case for PEG to decisionmakers.   
Local spadework is essential to pass Wisconsin legislation.  Your 
legislator needs to know this is important to your community in 
order to get their vote.  This workshop will give you the time and 
the help you need to work with your fellow PEG professionals for 
favorable legislative change. 
 

If you arrive on Thursday evening, your professional peers will be 
getting together at Junior’s Bar and Restaurant at the Best 
Western where rooms have been reserved at a discount rate of 
$99.  At breakfast, time has been set aside to discuss FREE 
PROGRAMS AND PROGRAM SHARING.  The day ends with a 
TRICASTER demonstration and a TOUR of River Falls 
Community Television’s brand new facility!   
 

On Friday, October 2, we’re bringing you everything that’s great 
about WAPC – peer-to-peer consultation, equipment reviews, 
AND training for collective action.  All this so that you can 
continue to bring the best in PEG to your community!   
 
Join Us! 

 
Mary Cardona 
Executive Director 

WAPC FALL WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM  
Continental Breakfast and DVD swap 

Informal conversation about free programming sources.   
Bring your list and WAPC will merge them into one list for all members to use. 

Bring a DVD to swap. 

10:00 AM  
Welcome 

Dawn Wills, River Falls Community Television    
Scot Simpson, City Administrator, River Falls 

John Foust, WAPC President 
 

Morning Action Update 
· Wisconsin Remedial Legislation 

· Federal Legislation 
· FCC Petitions 

11:00 AM  
How to be an effective lobbyist from your hometown 

Atty. Tom Ahrens 

How do you jumpstart your supporters and viewers into action?  What is the most 
effective thing they can say?  What do you need to do to gain access to your 
legislator?  What does your legislator need from you in order to support PEG? 
Tom has held several positions in Fond du Lac city government and has worked 
with the League of Wisconsin Municipalities and Citizen Action. 

NOON 
Catered Lunch 

1:00 PM 
Strategy and Practice 

How does your station stand to be affected by current law and remedial 
legislation?  Create an outline of a one-page piece highlighting the benefits your 
station brings to the community and the harm from current law.  Survey results. 

2:15 PM 
TriCaster Demonstration 

and 
Tour of River Falls Community Television 

TriCaster STUDIO™ is a portable video production system that has the ability to do 
sophisticated live productions and streaming. The system can switch up to six 
cameras and incorporates real-time keying, titling, audio mixing, live streaming, virtual 
sets and more. The TriCaster will be demonstrated by Nick Dangeur, UW-River Falls 
and John Lindell, UW-River Falls and RFC-TV.   

3:15 PM 
Wrap-Up 

DIRECTIONS TO 
 

RFC-TV - River Fal ls City Hall 
222 Lewis Street, Suite  120 

River Fal ls, Wisc onsin 

River Falls is located near Minneapolis.   

Take I-94 West to Roberts/New Richmond/River Falls - Exit #10   

Go South on Hwy 65 

Hwy 65 will lead you straight onto Main Street 

Turn Right at W. Maple Street 

Turn Right at Lewis Street 

 

Best Western Hotel 
100 Spring  St 

715-425-1045 
 
Location of discounted hotel rooms and the  
Thursday evening informal get-together at Junior’s Bar and Restaurant. 
 

Walk from the hotel (A) to River Falls City Hall (B): 

Head north on S. Main Street toward E. Locust St. 

Turn Left at W. Maple Street.  You’ll go across a bridge. 

Turn Right at Lewis Street.  City Hall will be on your right. 

 

 
 

Thank you Dawn Wills, RFC-TV, and the  
City of River Falls for hosting this year’s Fall Workshop.   

Dawn can be reached at:  715-425-5400. 

Main St. 

Maple St. 



2009-2010 WAPC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• PRESIDENT - John Foust, Jefferson JPEG 

• VICE-PRESIDENT - John Jordan, Wausau Area Access Channels  

• SECRETARY – Mick Givens, Rice Lake Public Access Television  

• TREASURER – Deb Brunett, Merrill Productions  

• Brad Clark, Madison City Channel, Public Policy Chair 

• Scott Mealiff, Sheboygan WSCS – Communications and Resources 
Chair 

• Pam Steitz, Sun Prairie Cable Access – Conferences Chair and 
Southern Region Coordinator 

• Tom Soik, Sturgeon Bay Public Access -  Membership Chair and Fox 
Valley Region Coordinator 

• Joel Desprez, Chippewa Valley Community Television – Public Policy 
Committee Member and Western Region Coordinator 

• Dan Kummer, Marshfield Public Access – Central Region Coordinator 

• Galen Lingl, Mauston Public Access - Finance Committee  

• Alan Luckett, Whitewater Community Television - Communications and 
Resources Committee  

• Mary Shanahan-Spanic, West Allis Community Media – Public Policy 
Committee  

Members-at-large serving on committees: Mike Ryan (West Bend) is the 
Milwaukee Area Region Coordinator.  Chris Lang (Madison City Channel) and 
Cameron Thompson (Sun Prairie) both serve on the Communications 
Committee.  

What is WAPC? 

WAPC, the Wisconsin Association of PEG Channels, is a 501(c)(6) professional 
organization currently serving 61 public, education, and government access 
television stations in Wisconsin.  WAPC offers networking opportunities, resource 
sharing, program sharing, conferences, nationwide contacts, a listserv, a website, 
and registered lobbying services. Since 2007, WAPC has lobbied for favorable 
PEG provisions in state legislation and campaigned to keep PEG on the basic 
analog tier.  WAPC also participates in nationwide efforts to protect PEG.  Since 
its beginning in 1998, WAPC’s mission has been to serve the needs of its member 
stations and to make Wisconsin a great place for community television.   
 
WAPC is working to pass remedial legislation in Wisconsin because: 
 

1. Community PEG channels should stay on the most basic tier of service. 

2. Community PEG channels should be supported with a capped  
dedicated monthly subsriber fee set by each community. 

3. Community PEG channels should be carried without interference and 
treated like all other channels on the basic tier. 

4. Communities should not be required to buy transmitting equipment for 
every video provider that offers service in a municipality. 

5. Communities need the full enforcement power of the State of Wisconsin 
to protect the interests of the public. 

 
To learn more, go to www.wapconline.com and saveaccesstvwisconsin.org.  
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Registration Form 

 

WAPC Fall Workshop 2009   Friday, October 2, 2009 
River Falls Community Television – City Hall  River Falls,  WI 
 

Name _____________________________________  

Access Center ______________________________  

Address ___________________________________  

__________________________________________  

Phone ____________________________________  

E-Mail_____________________________________  

 
Names of those joining you:____________________  

__________________________________________   

 

Registration Fees:   

Member (first attendee):$35      1 x   $35 = $            35  

Member (add’l attendees):$20 __ x  $20 = $ _______               

Non-members:  $45/person     __ x  $45 =  $_______  

                                                       TOTAL  $_______  
 

Make checks payable to WAPC.   
Mail to:           Deb Brunett, WAPC Treasurer 

Merrill Area High School 
1201 N. Sales Street 
Merrill, WI   54452 

 

Hotel Reservations: 

A block of rooms at a reduced $99 per night rate has been reserved at the 
new Best Western in River Falls for Thursday evening.  The hotel is within 
walking distance of City Hall.  Call 715-425-1045 and ask for the WAPC rate 
by September 18.  

 

 Reduced Hotel Rate Deadline:                Friday, September 18.    
 Conference Registration Deadline:     Tuesday, September 27. 

 


